
XYZ Pension Plan 
Retirement Strategies

Often, simple tools work the best

SIMPLE
The date on your fund will 
reflect when you’re expected 
to retire

EFFECTIVE
The fund’s portfolio manager 
automatically adjusts your 
investment mix as you move 
towards retirement

INTRODUCING

AllianceBernstein Retirement Strategies  |  Simply EffectiveSM

Investment Products Offered 



 You Example

Year you were born  19  1965 

Your Plan retirement age +  66 + 66

Your expected retirement date =  = 2031

The fund that’s right for you

You will be automatically invested in the fund around your expected window of retirement date: 

Whilst the Retirement Strategies funds should suit members retiring at or around the Plan retirement age, 
they may not be appropriate for you if you expect to retire significantly earlier. In such circumstances, you 
should consider seeking independent financial advice and investing either in an alternative Retirement 
Strategies fund or looking at the other investment options offered by the Plan.

 
Identify Your Retirement Date

Each XYZ Pension Plan Retirement Strategy fund has a date in its name—we call this the 
fund’s “target date.” The target date is the year closest to when you’re expected to retire 
and begin drawing your pension.

It’s easy to identify your expected retirement date
Just take the year you were born, then add the Plan retirement  
age to it—that’s the year you’re expected to retire.

XYZ Pension Plan 2071 Retirement Strategy 

XYZ Pension Plan 2068 Retirement Strategy 

XYZ Pension Plan 2065 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2062 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2059 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2056 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2053 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2050 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2047 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2044 Retirement Strategy 

XYZ Pension Plan 2041 Retirement Strategy 

XYZ Pension Plan 2038 Retirement Strategy 

XYZ Pension Plan 2035 Retirement Strategy 

XYZ Pension Plan 2032 Retirement Strategy 

XYZ Pension Plan 2029 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2026 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2023 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2020 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2017 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2014 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2011 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2008 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2005 Retirement Strategy

XYZ Pension Plan 2002 Retirement Strategy



A Mix that Changes with  
Your Needs

When you invest in one of the Retirement Strategies funds, you’re diversifying your money 
while having your investments guided by an experienced portfolio manager. 

Over time, the manager will automatically adjust your investment mix to ensure that it makes 
sense for you as you approach retirement. Funds that are furthest away from their target 
dates will start out invested almost entirely in equities.

We believe equities have the long-term returns needed to build your retirement savings. 
However, the value of equities can also decrease significantly in the short term. That is why 
your investment mix will gradually shift away from equities and towards bonds. 

Bonds, relative to equities, have lower anticipated returns in the long term. Investing in 
bonds should provide a better degree of protection against a change in the cost of buying a 
pension when you retire.

When your fund reaches its target date, its investment mix will be approximately 25% 
equities and 75% bonds.

An investment strategy that lasts a lifetime
This chart shows how the mix between equities and bonds gradually changes over a lifetime.
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Objective:
Maximize growth

Objective:
Moderate growth and
increasing stability

Objective:
Income protection with
some growth potential

*Equities include shares in companies as well as commercial property.
**Bonds include government and corporate bonds. 
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While diversification and shifting to a more conservative investment mix over time aims to mitigate losses,  
neither eliminate the possibility of losses; there is the potential to lose money in any investment programme.



Multiple investments in a single strategy
Here’s an example of the target allocation of a Retirement Strategy fund approximately 10 years 
before its target date.*

UK Government Conventional Gilts

UK Government Index-Linked Gilts

UK Investment-Grade Corporate Bonds

Global Investment-Grade Bonds

Global Property

Global Developed Equities

UK Equities

Emerging Markets Equities

6.3%

27.4%

15.0%

15.0%
10.0%

6.8%

19.9%

3.2%

11.4%

Equities**

Total: 55.6%

Bonds
Total: 44.4%

*Age 55 for a typical member.
**Equities include shares in companies and commercial property.

Diversification aims to mitigate but does not eliminate the possibility of losses. 

 
Built-in Diversification

You’ve heard about the importance of diversification 
and that you should avoid “putting all your eggs in 
one basket.”

That’s why each Retirement Strategies fund blends 
a diversified mix of investments, combining many 
separate components. 

Over time, the fund’s portfolio manager will gradually adjust your investment mix for you, 
so that it makes sense for your age. All of this happens automatically as you approach 
retirement.



Not in the Plan?

�  Become a member by completing the new joiner form.

�   Relax, knowing your savings are being professionally managed and will 
automatically adjust over time.

Already in the Plan?

�  Identify your expected retirement date and select the Retirement Strategies  
fund closest to that date.

�     Direct your future contributions into your Retirement Strategies fund.

�  Move your current balances into your Retirement Strategies fund.

�  Relax, knowing your savings are being professionally managed and will 
automatically adjust over time.

It’s Easy to Get Started Now!

If you think a Retirement Strategies fund is right for you, simply follow the 
steps below: 

Get Started!
For more information on Retirement Strategies,  
go to www.xyzpensionplan.com



Is a Retirement Strategies Fund Right For You? 

To see if an XYZ Pension Plan Retirement Strategies fund is right for you, ask 

yourself these questions:

Do I want to select my own mix of investments? Yes   ¨	 No   ¨

Am I comfortable deciding how much to put in each investment? Yes   ¨	 No   ¨

Do I have the time to keep an eye on my investments and  
make changes as I get closer to retirement? Yes   ¨	 No   ¨

If you answer “No” to one or more of these questions, a Retirement Strategies 
fund may be the simplest way for you to invest your savings for retirement.

Let Professionals Manage Your Savings

With Retirement Strategies, you’ll benefit from the wealth of experience of 
the portfolio manager appointed by the Trustees of the Plan to manage your 
retirement savings on your behalf.

The manager taps into the deep and varied expertise of the specialist 
managers who guide each underlying investment component.



The Trustees Are Pleased  
to Offer you the XYZ Pension Plan  

Retirement Strategies…

Each fund has a date in its name corresponding 
to the approximate window when you are 
expected to retire and begin drawing your 
pension.

The investment mix for your savings 
automatically adjusts to make sense for you as 
you move towards retirement.

The fund blends a diversified mix of investments, 
combining many separate investment 
components in a single fund.

 Retirement Strategies puts your investments in 
the experienced hands of a professional portfolio 
manager appointed by the Plan’s trustees.

…a Simple and Effective Solution.
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The XYZ Plan Retirement Strategy funds are available for investment by the Trustees of the Plan 
which is a UK registered pension scheme. This document is designed to provide consolidated 
information in relation to these funds for the benefit of the Trustees of the Plan. Individual 
members should note that it does not take into account or reflect their level of benefits under 
the Plan. The value of your investment and the income may fall as well as rise and you may not 
get back your original investment.

Each Plan Retirement Strategy Fund is a daily-priced life fund administered by AXA Wealth 
Limited* (“AXA Wealth”). AllianceBernstein has partnered with AXA Wealth to provide a 
range of blended funds which have an underlying asset allocation strategy designed by 
AllianceBernstein. AXA Wealth provides access to blended funds that invest in underlying 
funds and assets. AllianceBernstein has designed the underlying asset allocation strategy of the 
blended funds. The underlying funds held within each blended fund solution will be determined 
by AXA Wealth and AllianceBernstein. AXA Wealth will provide access to the range of blended 
funds to AllianceBernstein and its respective distribution channels.

AXA Wealth will make the blended funds available to the investors via an insurance contract 
under which the benefits payable are linked to the performance of the underlying funds and 
other assets.

Accordingly, the interests in the underlying funds held within each blended fund solution are 
owned by AXA Wealth and investors will not have any legal or beneficial ownership in such 
underlying funds. The returns described above or for any blended fund product are, therefore, 
dependent on AXA Wealth being able to meet its obligations under the life insurance contract. 
In the event of AXA Wealth being unable to meet its obligations, compensation, subject to 
eligibility criteria and limits, may be available from the Financial Services Compensation Scheme. 

*AXA Wealth, Winterthur Way, Basingstoke RG21 6SZ. Telephone number: 01256 470707. 
As part of AXA Wealth’s commitment to quality service and security, telephone calls may be 
recorded. AXA Wealth is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation Authority and is a company limited by 
shares. Registered in England No. 01225468. The registered office is 5 Old Broad Street, London 
EC2N 1AD.

AllianceBernstein Limited is authorised and regulated in the UK by the Financial Conduct 
Authority. 

©2014 AllianceBernstein

Registered Office: 50 Berkeley Street, London, W1J 8HA 

www.alliancebernstein.com


